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PREFACE. 


Tris little work will be acceptable, I hope, to many Orien~ 
talists. I am inclined to think, too, that it will be found, te 
some extent, useful; and for no reason more so, than because 
the notices it contains, are, for the most part, concise, contain- 
ing, generally, the name, day and date of death, birth-place, and 
place of burial of the individual noticed, in a few lines. These 
are facts regarding authors, divines, and other persons of 
note, upon which the memory requires frequent refreshings ; 
vet, how seldom can they be ascertained, without wading 
through a mass of matter, interesting perhaps to the reader 
of special biographies, but the source of a great loss of time 
to the editor, or others seeking for this information only. 

The compilation contains notices of but two hundred and 
fifty men. Jt cannot therefore, be considered very complete. 
As its title imports, the object of the compiler or abbreviator 
has been to chronicle the decease of men of piety.* He has inclu- 
ded in his list, however, a few of the Caliphs, and many cele- 
brated authors, Doctors of law and divinity, besides some poets 
and men of general learning. Of Biographical works, similar 


* To distribute something in charity on the anniversary of the death 
of a holy man is meritorious. The day, and, if possible, the hour, at which the 
soul departed, should be discovered : the tomb should, if practicable, also, be 
visited, and the shade invoked : for it is supposed that departed souls return 
once a year. @. e., on the day of death, to the spot from whence they fled :— 
eye HS ct cle US Oe cold elt Co ol deel clay! oY 
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in subject to this Obituary, we have several in Persian, and 
many of them are by no means rare in India. Such for 
instance as the Nafahat al-Ons of Jami; the Akhbar al-Akhyar 
of ’Abd al-Haqq Dihlawi; the Mirat al-Jinan of Yaf’ai; the 
Tadzkirat al-Awlia of the Shaikh Farid al-Din ’Adtar; and 
other similar tadzkirahs, are to be found in most good lbra- 
ries. The notices in these books are generally full, and, con- 
sequently, contain much that has no interest for any but the 
disciples of mysticism, believers in the wonders and miracles 
said to have been performed by the remarkable men of their 
order. ‘The tendency of our Compiler, also, has been to notice 
men of sanctified memory, at greater length than those who, 
though good and pious Moslims, obtained celebrity rather on 
account of their great learning than for their piety ;—He 
has not, however, indulged it to a very great extent. To the 
Bani ’Alawi, he has been very partial, so much so indeed, that 
I have thought genealogical tables* of a portion of the family, 
would not be unacceptable, and I am induced to add here a 
few lines regarding them.t 

The Bani ’Alawi claim descent from ’Alyi, and the Prophet, 
but their right to this distinction is not generally admitted ; 
and while some are willing to allow them to be the descen- 
dants of ’Alyi, they deny that they are so descended by Fati- 
mah. According to their own accounts, Aboo ‘licat Moham- 
mad b ’Alyi al-’Oraidi, a grandson of J’afar al Cadiq, emigrated 
with his family and many of his relations from Madinah, about 
the beginning of the third century, and went to “Iraq, where 


* Mawlawi Kabir al-Din has bestowed great labour on these tables. Our 
sources of information, however, were not such as to enable us to assert that 
it may not contain a few errors, though we trust their number is few. It 
might have been greatly enlarged, but to do so was not thought necessary. 

+ This account is given on the authority of a very celebrated member of 
the family, Mohammad b Abi Bakr al-Shilli, the author of the “Iqd al 
Jowahir, the Mashr’a, &c. &c. 
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he settled at Basrah, His grandson, Ahmad b ’lica, again 
emigrated from thence, in the year 317 H.; but not finding 
a resting place at either Makkah or Madinah,* he proceeded 
(A. H. 318) to Hadramawt, and took up his abode at a town 
called Hastsah. Ahmad’s son removed from this place, and went 
to dwell at Somal, and there the father of the present large family, 
Aboo Mohammad ’Alawi b ’Obaid Allah, commonly called sim- 
ply ’Alawi—was born, about the beginning of the fourth century 
of the Hijrah.f Somal continued to be the head-quarters of the 
family until the year A. H. 520, when ’Alawi’s great grandson, 
’Alyi b ’Alawi b Mohammad b ’Alawi, commonly called Khal' 
Qasam, removed it to Tarim,t a town about three miles distant, 
which city continued to be their chief place of residence for 
many years, and was long, and is so now I believe, considered 
a place of great holiness. From ’Alawi, in a direct line, are 
descended the Cahib al-Marbat (d. A. H. 551); the Faqih 
al-Moqaddam (d. 653); al-Saqqaf, (d. 819); al-’Aidroos (d. 
865);§ and others whose names are up to the present day held 
in great veneration in the South of Arabia;—But for further 
information on these points, I must refer the reader to the 
genealogical table. 

The manuscript which has furnished the text of this book 
belongs to the Library of the College of Fort William. It 
was originally written in Arabic, and translated into Persian, 


* These sacred places were at this time deluged with blood ; the black 
stone was even sacrilogiously torn from the K’abah, and the holy well, Zam 
Zam, was filled with the bodies of the dead :—See Life of ’Obaid Allah, 
Mahdi, History of the Caliphs, &c. 

{¢ The exact dates of ’Alawi’s birth and death do not appear to be known. 
The above-mentioned date, however, cannot be far wrong, as it is stated that 
his father died A. H. 383. 

{ This word is pointed Tiryam in the Q4moos. 

§ A descendant of this family is now Shaikh at "Adan, and has very great 
interest and influence with the wild Arabs of the neighbouring country. 
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but whether by the Compiler or another hand I am unable te 
say. It has neither preface nor conclusion, and was probably 
compiled by some pious descendant of the ’Alawi family, for 
his own use, and never published. Several articles have not 
the name of any book appended to them; and these I assume, — 
for the most part, to be original, as they almost all chronicle. 
the deaths of men who died in the twelfth century. The latest 
date mentioned is A. H. 1160, so it is probable that our Com- 
piler died about one hundred years ago. 

The Arabic version of the compilation is generally clear, and 
is written in good language; but the Persian is only Persian in 
words, the idiom and construction being almost wholly Arabic.* 
Tt has therefore been necessary to take considerable liber- 
ties with the text, to make it even clearly intelligible, but 
I would mention that nothing more has been attempted. The 
compilation is valuable for its contents, the style in which it is 
written is of minor importance. 

The following books have furnished the author’s materials :— 
ie das sal! Jip ¥! Wdse 9 stpwll To # wks 23 13 

alt ged ew rae ispte L del MEM Kind yaa * chi) 
ax ee dara! dx”? dal Corbi 5% jy) da x shyao dl é=t 
2 ge ORS -(yA9) ybett Usty alley x CS oySI! party! ssiudJ and 8 
woslbys ela i. $ Krpicry ls % Lsghels coheed! de” dud » ols 
Oye! 3 mers! Kyle US x edhe! Os fs wyncs| OdwdJ KI dgaxd 
af ee 29k &U! orc 3 23 Pee 1 yoy) WLS x Sloan dll Ors WSlL0 Se 
gosh pie? 28 dart dla! wys Us! ls! os? 9 bel spilt 


The first four of these books, I have had the advantage of 


* Neither the Persians nor Indians think it necessary, in translating works 
of this nature from the Arabic, to pay any attention to the idiom of the lan- 
guage into which they translate :—Who would suppose that the jargon of 
the Nafaldt al-Ons was from the pen of the elegant Jami? The’ Persian 
version of this work has been preferred, only, on account of Persian being 
more generally read. The names and titles, &c., however, as they presented 
a strange appearance in Persian, have been left in the original Arabic. 
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consulting,* and the result has not been unfavourable to our 
author. For the Iqd al-Jowdhir wa al-dororf, and the Noor 
al-Sdfir, which have been largely extracted from, I have made 
much inquiry, but unfortunately without success. I had a 
copy of Yafvai’s book, the Mirat al-Jinan, but I could not use it, 
as it isin that state, in which, alas! too many valuable MSS. are 
found in India, viz :—crumbling to dust ! 


CoLLece or Fort WiLLiaM, } 


lst December 1855. j 
Veen ES 


* Besides these we have also used the Akhbar al-Akhyar ; ’Attar’s Tadzkirat 
al-Awlia; the "Iqd al-Nabawi wa al-Siyar al-Moctafawi of Shaikh b. ’Abd 
Allah b. Shaikh b. Saiyid "Abd Allah ’Aidroos ; the Makhzan al-A’aras of 
Mohammad Najib Qadiri Ajmiri ; the Montakhab Babjat al-Asrar, and a por- 
tion of the Bahjat al-Asrar; the Rawd al-Riahin, and Kholacat al-Mafakir, 
both of Yaf’ai, and other books. But the Mashr’aj of Mohammad al-Shilli 
has been of more use to me than any other book. I must not moreover 
fail to notice the obligations Tam under to Mohammad Ya Sin, a worthy 
and excellent Arab, who haying spent the greater portion of his life’in visit- 
ing tombs and holy places, has a wonderful knowledge in these matters. He 
enabled me to correct the orthography of many proper names. 

¥ A copy of the “Iqd al-Jowahir is among the MSS. left by the late Sir 
Henry M. Elliot, K.C. B. It is an obituary, in Arabic, of men who died in 
the eleventh Century of the Hijrah. 
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